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Out to champion

traditional medicine

Steps will also be taken to register the healers ‘

B JOSEPHINE JALLE
Josephineathestar ommy

‘GEORGE TOWN: A declaation o pro-
mote traditional medicine wil be
put foth in an internatonal medi-
Gabreated confrence ere,asa first
step to leglly recognise traditional
ealers in the county.

International _Conference on
Traditonal Medicne 2011 organis-
ing chairman Dr Salfarina Abdul
Gapor (pc)sad there was 1o egis-
tered association for the healers
now, with mostof them scattered in
various places.

“Weare doing a study i norther
Malaysia where Some of the hesers
are not that accessble, as thee are
issues of policyand legislation which
need 10 be resolved. This s i the
Penang Declaration on Promoting.
Traditonal Medicine, which Tl be
recommending at the end of the
conference. The declaration il put
forward steps on what we will do
neat forour healers” she said ater
the opening ceremony of the two
day conference at Bayview Beach
Resortin Bau Feinghi yestesday.

She added tha there was miscon-
ception and negative stigma on the
actviies of traditional healers.

“We have toputthingsin the right
perspective because not all of them
are o witchcraf. Most of them are
genuine and have Knowledge about
this ancient crat o healing Thedec.
laraton i to ensure they are regi.
tered as well s o oversee the saety
and_efficacy scope of traditional
medicine. There are a lot of people
who claimed tha they are tradi-
tionalhcalersin Malaysia and, tats
Where the negative stigma comes.
from” she said.

United Nations University —
Institute of Advanced Studies” edi-
cation for sustainable development

programme resarchcoorinator Dr
Unniishran Payyappal sad that
the' documentation of medicnal
plants was important o susan the
practce o radiional medicne and
o protectintlecual ropery:

“Between 50000 and. 70000
medicinal plans are sed gobaly.
Hiound 90 of the collection ar¢
fiom wild forests. Many.of Such
medicinal plants are in Ganger of
een extint. n view of this, there
are now medicna plnt consesa-
{ion programmes around the world
10 prservethe plants i the fores”
e added

Landskap Malaysia president Tun
Jeanne Abdulla, who's the wieof
fomer premierTun Abdulah Amad
Badavi, was on hand to launch the
conference

Landskap s @ nongovernmental
organisation, which specialies in
envionment presevaton

She'said that while Vabaysians
Were aware f the various uses of
radional medicings, the younger
genertion mightnotknow a5 much
S5 the oide pople

I think i taies should have
herbal gardens or parks: Plat it
and siowly, more people would be
inerested. she said,





