RCE Okayama 

For Category 1 & 3

1. Short description of the action 

The Takashima area in Okayama City has been prosperous in agriculture since long ago. This area is rich in nature, and even Ayumodoki (Leptobotia curta), a national protected species, are making the habitats. There was conflict between the farmers who wanted to promote a modern agriculture which can destroy the nature and environmental groups trying to conserve Ayumodoki and its ecological field. School, university and local municipality developed cooperatively an educational material for elementary school children to learn Ayumodoki, rice paddy, drain, agriculture, and these linkages, so that they can learn the theme related to Ayumodoki from different perspectives. 
At that time the school began the artificial breeding of Ayumodoki. Many people and groups such as researchers, farmers, environmental conservation group etc. supported this project. This project of school children functioned as the catalyst which promoted the communication between the people who had conflict because of their interest opposition. Kominkan (community learning center in Japan) organized a meeting to provide the persons who concerned including children with the opportunity to talk about the issue in the community together, and to speak out their opinions from different positions. Komiknan has also organized lectures about Ayumodoki, agriculture, nature in the community for citizens to learn more about their own community. After some meetings, gradually, they understood each other, so that they became to discuss about the way to solve the problems and about the future of the community together. They became to help each other and act to realize a sustainable community together. 
2. Description of the context in which the action were undertaken 
In RCE Okayama, which was accredited in 2005, ESD at Kominkan and in NGOs have been active, though ESD was not popular in school. To promote ESD in school a good educational material was needed. School, university and municipality developed cooperatively a text book in 2009 dealing with the local issues such as Ayumodoki and fire warm in anticipation of the COP10 with the theme of conservation of biological diversity. This cooperation was realized from the network established through Okayama ESD Project in RCE Okayama organized by multi-stakeholder, such as university, NGOs, social education institutions, enterprises, schools and municipality, in which the secretariat is settled. Kominkan as social education institutes are one of the crucial base for ESD promotion, and in this case, Kominkan functioned as the place for meeting and discussion among the people concerned, which led to conflict reduction and creation of a sustainable community. 
3. Main Partners and their roles 

School: educate pupils, develop a educational materials
Okayama University: give specialized knowledge, develop a educational materials
Okayama City: coordinate the group and institutions concerned, develop a educational materials
Kominkan: organize meetings, provide lectures, and coordinate the people concerned 
Citizens, Farmers, Environmental groups: work cooperatively 
4. Contribution of the project 

These ESD activities contributed to reducing the opposition between farmers and environmental conservation groups through learning and help with each other, discuss about the issues and the future of the community together among different stakeholders, such as children, school, farmers, environmental conservation group, and inhabitants. People could learn that one issue consists of various aspects, and each person or group has different opinions and different perspectives. To solve the problems the cooperation and collaboration among the people concerned is essential. One of the important points is that people think and act together for children and for the future. This action shows a practice which deals with problems in daily life, and find a solution cooperatively in the community to realize a sustainable society. These ESD activities enable to empower the community people, so that they solved the problem by their own though dialog and discussion. These activities are characterized by the long-term process of mutual learning and understanding.

5. Upscaling of project results 
This activities show that people who have conflict can think and act cooperatively and collaboratively when they act for children and share common vision of the future. Through cooperation of multi-stakeholders people can learn to understand the various aspects of an issue and see it from different perspectives. 
