Vision of the RCE community – draft for comments

RCE Global Community – future aspirations

“Education is the manifestation of the perfection already in humankind”
ESD – learning that fits the challenges of sustainability
1. In today’s world where uncertainties and risks are the most prominent feature, education has to enable learning that contributes to resilience of communities and of nature. 

2. This development calls for rapid learning and continuous evolution of values, skills, and knowledge associated with new challenges and aspirations. The learning processes that support development, characterised by uncertainty and complexity, have to be grounded on the requirements of a long-term perspective, flexibility, innovativeness, diversity and cross-sector engagement in transformation towards just, low carbon resilient, development. ESD with its focus on complexity, holism, contextuality, life-long learning processes, community engagement, diversity and value orientation is central to enabling change towards a new sustainable society. 
3. Through its principles ESD is well positioned to contribute to addressing of the global development goals including EFA and MDGs. ESD is also a strategy that enables approaching of various sustainability challenges simultaneously and in an integrative matter.
RCEs – strategy for implementing ESD

4. As knowing and learning for sustainable development are emerging in a multiplicity of perspectives held by a variety of stakeholders, the UNU proposed a concept of Regional Centres of Expertise for ESD – a network of regional partners that come together to create a learning space for SD. The RCEs are seen as a strategy for translating a global vision of the UN DESD into local realities with the original emphasis being put on the integration of knowledge and information along with facilitation of the links between sectors that could jointly contribute to the promotion of ESD. Creation of the RCEs was and still is seen as an opportunity to give a further stimulus to those actors that are already developing RCE-type activities and those who are looking for models of cooperation.

5. Six years after the launch of the first seven members of the RCE community, the RCEs have demonstrated a multiplicity of roles in their regions. Among other value added results, they are recognised for facilitating new alliances and communities of practice, optimising resources, assisting in linking with policy makers and generating new learning services and research.
New challenges and aspirations
6. The continuous crisis of unsustainable development calls for a new strategies in developing  green and socially just societies. Discussions unfolding on the background of  preparation for Rio+20 emphasise the urgency of transition to the new ways of producing and consuming as well as redefining the notion of the “wealth”. It calls for innovations in the production-consumption systems, transformations of dominant production technologies and up-scaling of successful practices towards just, low carbon and resilient society. It also calls for innovation and enhancement in non-market activities, e.g. as citizens, as volunteers, as members of faith communities.
7. Re-defining development in practice is a  long-term project that involves development of new policy frameworks, technical and non-technical innovations, new market and non-market activities and change of lifestyles. It leads to diversity of models of development. Most critically, it requires multiple system innovations that are regularly tested for their impact on wellbeing and ecosystem health, both from the local as well as global perspectives. Such innovations and changes demand transformative learning within and across the borders of disciplines, sectors, and national boundaries and with engagement of academia, households, faith communities, professions and trades, state, market, and civil society.
8. This new, ever heightened demand for sustainable learning and innovation puts RCEs in a unique position to contribute to the transition towards sustainable and resilient society. 
Role of RCE community in the transition towards sustainable society
Engagement with global processes

9. Innovative, situated learning in local communities combined with cross-regional collaboration enables engagement of the RCE community with global sustainability-related processes. Such engagement creates synergies necessary to address very demanding challenges of SD as well as allow a critical opportunity to reflect on the suggested global policy directions and development practices. 
10. The RCE community is becoming a testing ground for the international, regional and national sustainable development processes. They critically reflect on the contextual issues, envision sustainable futures, offer policy directions and action plans, develop capacities, thereby engaging in processes of global change.  .
11. We also recognise that central to such a space is the emergence of virtual ‘communities of learning’ for sustainable development. Virtual communities of learning are defined as groups of people engaging in collaborative learning and reflective practice involved in transformative learning mediated by technology across geographical boundaries.

Charting and upscaling innovations
12. RCE networks takes a lead role in developing policies and practices related to ESD and sustainability innovations. RCEs are hubs of enhanced knowledge networks and collective decision-making beyond the constraints of bureaucratic oraganisations. Much more increased stakeholder engagement towards achieving coherence among various actors with different purposes and objectives advancing sustainability. To enhance cross-boundary social learning and forging of transnational policy research networks is a key feature of the global RCE movement. RCEs participate in 'critical and creative' ESD action research agendas and focus on expansion of flows of knowledge, information, resources and SD innovations. They also are major sites for developing sustainability competences and capabilities and enhancing of citizen participation in ESD. In this way, RCEs are at the forefront of dealing with complexities and uncertainties of sustainability issues. Ultimately, RCEs are evolving into self sustaining regional and global ESD networks.
13. Such concerted action, that feeds on local innovation and contributes into the global efforts for change, is based on critical principles, including the importance of continuous revisiting of development directions (of the world and communities of practice within local communities), research and capacity development.

14. RCEs contribute to a world where everyone has an opportunity to benefit from quality education, learn values and behaviour that advance sustainable livelihoods. This entails individual and collective awareness of what sustainable livelihoods means within specific social and ecological contexts and in relation to global systems.[image: image1]
