Greater Portland Sustainability Education Network (GPSEN)

A UNU-IAS Regional Center of Expertise (RCE) on Education for Sustainable Development
____________________________________________________________________________________
 
Welcome to our May Newsletter!  Don’t miss out on these upcoming GPSEN and community events, plus some inspiring workshops and generous resources.

GPSEN News

We hope that you had an inspiring Earth Day, with many opportunities to celebrate our community and planet.  GPSEN’s events received a great response, so we are grateful to everyone who attended.  This month, we are very proud to present the international Youth Virtual Conference and our Community Dialogue on Equity and Justice, along with the additional community events below.
Of course, don’t miss out on our Launch Celebration too.  We want to celebrate with you and are trying to save seats for our partners, so please be sure to reserve your tickets this week.  As anyone who has ever planned an event knows, it is important to get headcounts early, so please let us know if you are planning on coming.
GPSEN Launch Celebration

Wednesday, June 4, 2014 
5:30 pm - 8:30 pm
World Forestry Center
4033 SW Canyon Rd. Portland, Oregon

Coinciding with World Environment Day, the celebration will feature guest speakers, including Oregon Senator Michael Dembrow and Multnomah County's Ben Duncan, musical performances by Amanda Richards and the One World Chorus, a Native American opening ceremony, local food, a no-host bar, international guests, art, creative activities, and opportunities for partners to share their successes.

Families are welcome, with food and special activities planned for children ages 3-13 during the dinner hour and presentations.
Tickets are now available and space is limited, so please register soon!  
GPSEN Events
International RCE Youth Virtual Conference

Friday, May 2, 2014

6:00 am – 8:00 am (PDT)

2014 Youth Virtual Conference of the UNU RCEs: A Regional Perspective on Food Systems and Sustainability
GPSEN has been invited to participate in the Annual International Youth Virtual Conference!  This year, five schools from four different countries are participating in the conference, "A Regional Perspective on Food Systems and Sustainability". We are so proud of our Portland youth!  The schools include:
Rex Putnam High and Catlin Gabel School, Portland, Oregon, USA

Grand Rapids City High Middle School, Grand Rapids, Michigan, USA

Luther College High Scholl, Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada

Montessori School, Medellin, Colombia

Peruvian Northamerican Abraham Lincoln School, Lima, Peru
Each student group will present their research on a sustainability- related food system of interest to them and their region. The conference will then stay open for up to one year, permitting the students to interact on their own or class-to-class, as together they seek solutions to some of the planet’s most challenging issues. 

Creating Thriving Communities: A Dialogue on Equity, Social Justice, and Sustainable Development
Wednesday, May 7, 2014
10:00 am – 12:00 pm
Center for Intercultural Organizing

700 N Killingsworth St, Portland, OR 97217
Join in a community dialogue to explore cultural assumptions around such terms as "sustainability," "development," "equity," and "social justice.”  Sponsored by GPSEN, the goal of the forum is to build the movement for sustainability education by focusing on social sustainability and helping identify shared objectives, support collaborative partnerships, and contribute to creating a healthy, just, and thriving region.
Community Events
PSU’s Social Sustainability Colloquium

Fridays

2:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Portland State University

ASRC (Rec Center bldg), Room 660 

1800 SW 6th Ave.  Portland, OR 97201

FREE and open to the public
May 2    Common Food Systems Strategies: Who are they helping, who are they hurting?

May 9    Strengthening Community Capacity Using Food Systems Strategies 

May 16  Attend the Research to Action Symposium on Food Systems

May 23  Social Sculpture (The Expanded Concept of Art): Developing New Organs of Perception as a Method of Engagement - James Reed

May 30  SAGE – Senior Advocates for Generational Equity: Inspiring people to give forward with their time, talent, and passion to enable younger and future generations to thrive - Steve Higgs and Ward Greene

1000 Friends of Oregon McCall Society Speaker: Benjamin Ross
Monday, May 5, 2014

7:30 pm - 9:00 pm
Powell's Books on Hawthorne

3723 SE Hawthorne Blvd., Portland
Free and open to the public
1000 Friends is pleased to welcome author Benjamin Ross to our 2014 McCall Society Speaker Series. Ross's new book, Dead End: Suburban Sprawl and the Rebirth of American Urbanism, is a history and a strategy for creating more livable places and fighting suburban sprawl. Ross ran (and built) the largest transit advocacy org in the country. For more details, check out our website has more: http://www.friends.org/benjaminross.

May Green Drinks

Tuesday, May 6
5:30 PM – 7:30 PM
Green Dragon (http://www.pdxgreendragon.com/)

928 SE 9th Ave (between SE Belmont and SE Yamhill), Portland

This month, we'll be talking about the minimum wage debate and are working on securing speakers/presenters for the event. If you'd like to participate, please let us know at info@voisalliance.org.

Cleantech Open Accelerator Kickoff

Thursday, May 8, 2014

5:00 pm – 7:00 pm

ADX

417 SE 11th Avenue
Portland, OR 97214

Raise a glass with your community, Oregon's First Lady, Cylvia Hayes, and Oregon BEST, as we celebrate Cleantech Open Applicants, Alumni and Supporters!  Cold beverages provided!  To learn more about the Cleantech Open, go to: www.cleantechopen.com.

EEAO Fundraiser
Monday, May 12, 2014
Oregon Public House

700 NE Dekum St, Portland, OR 97211

Save the Date.  More details coming soon, from EEAO.  http://eeao.org/
CEP’s Clash of the Cocktails
Thursday, May 15, 2014
6:00 pm - 9:00 pm

Alberta Abbey
Community Energy Project will be celebrating 35 years of serving Portland this year in an EPIC FUNDRAISING BATTLE ROYALE between Portland's top-notch distilleries.  Come join us for delicious food, a live and silent auction, and a feisty competition between east and west side mixologists. Have a chance to taste some fantastic cocktails (including some of the competing drinks), quality beers, and non-alcoholic drinks as well.

This will be an active, fast-paced event with opportunities to mingle with community members to lively music, bid on fantastic items (coastal getaways, group distillery tours, the chance to be a cocktail judge, and more) - and learn more about CEP, the beneficiary for the evening.  Be sure to get your tickets.
Coalition for a Livable Future 20th Anniversary Gala

Friday, June 6, 2014

5:30 pm – 9:00 pm
Tiffany Center
1410 SW Morrison St, Portland, OR 97205

Please join us to celebrate 20 years of working together for a more sustainable and equitable region.  The Gala will include dinner, wine, and special surprises.  Purchase Tickets Here!
Workshops and Conferences
GoGreen Portland 2014:  Call for Proposals and Speakers 
Submission Deadline: May 2, 2014 

October 16, 2014

Oregon Convention Center, Oregon Ballroom

Portland, Oregon 

The GoGreen Conference is a one-day, interactive sustainability learning experience. With a distinct 

platform of bringing together leaders from across industries and sectors, GoGreen builds viable 

networks and cross-pollinates sustainability best practices throughout the regional business 

community. Our mission is to empower business and governmental decision-makers with sustainability 

strategies, tools and connections to create positive impact at their organizations. 

2014 CFP Guidelines here:  http://portland.gogreenconference.net/downloads/GGPDX14_CFP.pdf
2014 CFP Submission Form:  http://bit.ly/Owd8LE
U of O Sustainability Leadership Program
White Stag Block
70 NW Couch Street, Suite 148
Portland, OR 97209

Thursday, May 15  The Climate Change Theory of Everything--What Business Needs to Know, with Mark Trexler


Friday, May 16  Water Sustainability A to Z: Innovative Conservation, Design and Management Practices, with 
Steve Fancher


Monday, May 19  Reduce, Reuse, Recycle: Zero Waste Strategies to Improve Your Bottom Line, with Dorothy Atwood

Tuesday, May 20, 2014  The Equity Challenge: How to Balance Your Triple Bottom Line, with Kevin Jones


Wednesday, May 21, 2014  Sustainability Reporting: Performance Metrics and Decision Making, with Craig Riley

For details and to register:  http://sustain.uoregon.edu/workshops/schedule.php
Resources 

North Face Explore Fund
Deadline: May 1, 2014 - Apply Today!
The North Face's 2014 Explore Fund™ grant-giving program is now accepting applications!  The Explore Fund aims to inspire and enable the next generation of explorers by supporting organizations that connect children with nature.
In 2014, The Explore Fund will award 25 grants totaling $250,000.  15 organizations will receive $5,000 and the remaining 10 grants will be awarded based on online voting taking place this summer. The Explore Fund supports organizations that encourage youth outdoor participation, focusing primarily on:
   creating more connections of children to nature 
   increasing access to both front and backcountry recreation
   providing experiential education for both personal and environmental health
For more information about grant guidelines and selection criteria, please visit the Explore Fund website. 
2014 PSU Cleantech Challenge
Apply by May 9, 2014 

Do you have a brilliant environmental innovation?  Here's your chance to win big and make your idea a reality.  The PSU Cleantech Challenge offers up to $40,000 in cash prizes to help student and faculty teams bring their ideas to market. The Cleantech Challenge will accept submissions from PSU teams working on products, processes or services that have a positive impact on the environment -- anything from green consumer products to high-tech manufacturing improvements. There are opportunities beyond PSU as well, so all students and faculty are welcome. Join us at one of our information sessions to get answers to all your questions.  We'll also give you tools to put together a successful application.

Apply by May 9th to win a $2,500 development grant to help you build your prototype this summer. Next fall, you'll pitch your idea for a shot at a $20,000 prize pool. For details and to apply.
Camp Snowball:  Education for Sustainability Scholarships Available for Teacher/Student Pairs
Camp Snowball is pleased to announce that scholarships are available for high-school student/teacher pairs who wish to attend Camp Snowball and focus on Education for Sustainability, at PSU, from July 14-18. 
 
There are many events, conferences, and trainings that are promoted as a means to achieve 21st century student outcomes.  However, none are quite like Camp Snowball.  Camp Snowball is a summer “camp” experience that brings together students, parents, educators, and business and community leaders to build everyone’s capacity for learning and leading in the 21st century. The theme for this year is “Scaling Up Student Success” - looking at the ways we identify, define and measure student success, in and out of the classroom. Co-hosted by Peter Senge, author of The Fifth Discipline: The Art and Practice of the Learning Organization—and a team of experienced faculty and staff—students, educators, community and business partners will join together to revisit what student success really means. How can we prepare students—our future leaders—for the roles they will step into in tomorrow’s organizations and world?

Each scholarship covers both of your registrations, and includes access to workshops, meals and evening activities. Travel, accommodations and expenses are the responsibility of the scholarship recipients.
To apply for the scholarship, you and your partner must:
· Be focused on Education for Sustainability 
· Be a pair from either the same school or the same district
· Be able to travel to/from Camp Snowball in Portland
· Be available for at least two (2) post-camp follow-up coaching calls with the grantmaker, who has taught and developed curriculum in this area
New attendees and alumni are encouraged to apply! We have a limited number of scholarships, which will be awarded on a rolling basis, so apply EARLY!  Applications are available  here: https://soled.wufoo.com/forms/z7p9r7/
Job Opportunity:  Kits Initiative Manager
Here is a great job for an environmental educator!
They are looking for a full-time salaried manager of our kit production, sales and distribution operation. You will work with our staff and community design teams to bring small runs of kits to researchers and large kit runs to market, overseeing our manufacturing and assembly operations, online store, and shipping staff. Full-time work involves moving from production into sales, pursuing bulk sales and new distribution opportunities with an expectation that this position will generate $100,000/yr in additional revenue based on increased bulk sales, growth of channels and new products.  For more details.
Media Institute for Social Change:  Seeking Homestays for Summer Documentary Students 
We are thrilled to announce that we've found six students who will make this year's Summer Documentary Program our most memorable yet. They will be readers, writers, viewers, producers, editors, activists, critical thinkers, interviewers, muckrakers, world-changers, and of course, summer campers.  An important part of our program is introducing these students to Portland and its community (and perhaps recruiting this talent here to stay).
Can you host a student?  Do you have a spare bedroom? How would you like it if your spare bedroom could make the world better-informed, politically active, and more sustainable?  The commitment is quite minimal: just a bedroom that's available from June 27 to August 15, 2014. The rest is up to you. If you're willing to share your WiFi password, your family's groceries, or a spare bicycle, the gesture would be much appreciated, but it isn't required.

Please contact emily@mediamakingchange.org. No firm commitment necessary just yet, but please let us know if you or someone you know might be able to help. 
Help Capture Stories about the Willamette River
Are you interested in learning stories about the Oregon’s largest river?  Are you passionate about sharing the river’s story with other watershed inhabitants?  Volunteers of the Portland Harbor Community Advisory Group helps to provide community input on the current superfund cleanup on the lower 11 miles of the Willamette River.  By eliciting the community’s wisdom, past and present, we hope to reconnect residents with the river.  With the help of a grant from Metro, we are sponsoring The Willamette Speaks:  an Oral History, and are currently looking for volunteers to help with outreach (social media), event planning, and collecting and presenting individual stories, until January, 2015 when the grant ends.  The project will include community storytelling events as well as walking tours of the river.  

Interested volunteers should contact us at  Willametteriver@gmail.org with your name, phone number and a brief description of how your skills and interests would align with the goals of the project.  For more information about the Portland Harbor Community Advisory Group visit www.portlandharborcag.info/. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Do you have sustainability education news, events, workshops, resources, funding opportunities, or ideas for collaborating that you would like to share with others in the network?  Send them to kdsmith@pcc.edu.
For information about GPSEN, visit https://www.pcc.edu/about/sustainability/regional-center-expertise/. 
To make changes to your subscription, go to https://www.lists.pdx.edu/lists/listinfo/un-rce-esd
